CHAP. VII.
MOUNT CARMEL,  DORA, AND C&SAREA.
JANUARY 13$. Being obliged to return to
the sea-coast, we left Nazareth at nine o'clock,
and passed many caves in the rock to the south-
ward of the town. These were no doubt former-
ly the habitations of the Nazarenes, like the
grotto of Mary and Joseph; as, even now,
several of them serve as dwellings. * When on
the hill above the town, we gave this scene a last
survey, but still saw no valley opening in any
direction from its hollow basin.
At half past nine we first opened a small round
vale on the left or west, in which stood the little
village of Yaffa, with a few date-trees; and a
little further on, in the same direction, was the
small village of Samoeeah, on a hill, with the
plain of Esdraelon beyond it.
* Josephus, in his account of Herod's actions, says, " And
he passed on to Sephoris through a very deep snow, while An-
tigonus's garrisons withdrew themselves, and had great plenty
of provisions. He also went thence and resolved to destroy
those robbers that dwelt in the caves, and did much mischief
in the country. So he sent a troop of horsemen, and three
companies of armed footmen against them. They were very
near to a village called Arbela." Ant. 1. xiv. e. 15. 4.